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CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATION CLINICS — SCHOOL HEALTH NURSES 
365. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the state government’s school student wellbeing study conducted by the DETECT WA program that found 
around 40 per cent of high school students are experiencing moderate to high levels of emotional distress, a threefold 
increase from 2014. Can the minister confirm that school nurses have been pulled out of Western Australian schools 
to staff state-run vaccine centres, leaving schools with diminished or no nursing staff? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
On the one hand, the member would have us be concerned about the impact of COVID-19 on the mental health 
and wellbeing of our students. On the other hand, he wants us to tie our hands behind our back on how we fight 
COVID-19. I would have thought that the best way we can address the concerns that young people have around 
COVID-19 is to take the opportunity to get as many people as possible vaccinated. I am not quite sure where the 
member is coming from. Do you want us to solve the problem or don’t you? At the last election we committed to an 
extra 100 school psychologists, which will go a long way to equipping our schools to provide a better environment 
for the kids they look after and to make sure that we can continue to respond to issues around mental health and 
wellbeing. Of course, as the Premier just said, we have also announced an increase of $495 million in spending in 
the Mental Health Commission for a range of mental health services in our community. 
The thing we must do now is get the community vaccinated. It is all hands on deck. 
Dr D.J. Honey: Not at the expense of kids. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 
Mr R.H. COOK: I know where the member stands on vaccinations, because we have seen it from his mate 
Clive Palmer. We know what his position on vaccinations is. 
Dr D.J. Honey: I’m fully vaccinated; are you? 
Ms M.M. Quirk: You’re full of something! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: Once again, I concede to the member for Girrawheen in terms of the wit and wisdom in this place. 
She provides great insight into the offerings from the member for Cottesloe. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I do think you are referring to the member for Landsdale. 
Mr R.H. COOK: My apologies, member for Landsdale. 
The fact of the matter is that we have to get as many people as possible vaccinated. Today I announced that we 
have engaged a whole range of nurse graduates, who will now take up roles in our vaccination clinics. We have 
assistants in nursing at our vaccination clinics. We have asked 35 of our 300-odd school-based nurses to do some 
shifts in our vaccination clinics as well, because we want to make sure that we get as much of this stuff as possible 
into the arms of Western Australians. That is the only way we are going to get out of this, Madam Speaker, with 
all the impacts that it has on both the physical wellbeing of members of the Western Australian community and the 
mental health issues that they confront. We make no apologies for making sure that we have all hands on deck in 
our efforts to get people vaccinated. 
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